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Saxony, Hanover, Wiirtemberg, Hessen-Cassel, Hessen-
Darmstadt, and several of the minor states, thus giving
her a large majority; while, for Prussia's counter-proposi-
tion for a reform in the constitution of the Confederation,
there voted only Luxemburg and four of the * curias/
consisting of northern and middle states of the third rank,
seventeen in all out of the thirty-three. The partisans
of both sides having thus committed themselves, there
was no use in further resisting Austria in the Diet;
so Prussia, having entered her protest against its
proceedings, withdrew from the Confederation, declared
war upon Hanover and Saxony on June i6th, upon
Austria on June i8th, and pushed her armies forward
with a speed which seemed almost to paralyse her
opponents.
The great military events of 1866 and 1870 are too
fresh in our memories to make it necessary to recount
them here; nor is it worth while to inquire who was
technically in the right in the dispute which had arisen
between Austria and Prussia relative to the administration
of the Duchies and the interpretation of the Convention of
Gastein. Ever since Frederick the Great's time, it had
been plain that the rivalry of the two great monarchies
was an insuperable obstacle to the unity of the nation.
It was no less plain to the resolute and clear-sighted
minister who ruled at Berlin that this rivalry could be put
an end to by the sword alone; and the question that
remains, whether the importance of the object to be
attained justified an appeal to force, with all its attendant
miseries, is one which men will answer according to their
estimate of the moral and political value of that object.
Fortunately the military superiority of Prussia, and her
alliance with Italy, made the struggle far shorter than